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Combining scrupulous inquiry with analytic insight, the essays in this impressive collection penetrate deeply 
into fundamental issues of public health that are often obscured in narrowly focused technical discussions. The 
studies range widely over the human problems arising from the socioeconomic crises plaguing much of the world 
and suggest guidelines for addressing the underlying causes of circumstances that should not, and need not, be 
tolerated. An indispensable volume.

—Noam Chomsky, Institute Professor (retired), MIT

Navarro and Muntaner have edited one of the best books on the financial crisis that I have read to date. The 
authors provide a much-needed critical perspective on the power and politics that underlie the ongoing economic 
crises in Europe and North America. Their political economy approach provides a deeper understanding of 
the root causes of the Great Recession, austerity measures, and their consequences for health inequalities. It 
is a clarion call to public health action. This volume should be essential reading for all who work on the social 
determinants of health.

—David Stuckler, Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Oxford
Author, The Body Economic: Why Austerity Kills

Both economic recession and government austerity measures to tackle them have profound consequences for the 
health and well-being of populations. For too long, these health-damaging effects and, worse still, inequalities 
in the social class burden of these effects have been ignored. This volume is a welcome remedy to such neglect. 
It presents serious attempts, by leaders in this field, to find new ways of putting population health and the 
reduction of health inequalities at the forefront of any assessment of causes, consequences, and solutions for 
economic recession. In doing so, it throws down a challenge to fellow public health researchers to think more 
critically about the political and ideological contexts in which economic crises unfold and the policy response is 
formulated. This is a thought-provoking book for all those who wish to get to the root of the problem.

—Margaret Whitehead, W H Duncan Professor of Public Health
Head, Department of Public Health and Policy

Institute of Psychology, Health and Society, University of Liverpool

This book stimulates the vital discipline of public health research by providing a cascade of research reports 
on important issues. Here, variety is unified by shared perspectives on the relevance of politics, inequalities, 
class, and gender. The book provides important material for deepening our understanding of the present crisis, 
its causes and its multiple consequences.

—Walter Korpi, Professor of Social Policy
Swedish Institute of Social Research, Stockholm University
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